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brigades, legiments as in our present organisation, there
is nothing but subordinate units

Every chief of those various units must therefore,
while concentrated on command, be careful to obey;
before dictating his own orders, he must draw his inspira-
tion fiom the orders he has received In what measure
and how ? That is what we are now about to examine.

To obey is difficult m war. For one has to obey m
presence of the enemy and m spite of the enemy; amidst
danger; amidst various and unforeseen circumstances,
in face of a threatening unknown, under a physical strain,
moreover, due to many causes.

"While dispositions taken in peace-time may be
thought out at leisure and are likely to lead without fail
to the intended result, the same is not true of forces in
war, of operations In war, once hostilities have begun,
oui will soon meets the independent will of the adver-
sary. Our dispositions clash with the freely chosen
dispositions of the enemy " (Moltke)

How, then, can an order received be carried out?
How can a programme, a theory, develop in practice,
unless it be by maintaining one's freedom of action in
spite of the enemy? "The art of war is the art of
keeping one's own freetfom of action " (Xenophon).

On the eve of Montenotte, we have .

Laharpe, who has to go and help the Eampon half-
brigade ;

Augereau, who, starting from Savona at midnight,
must come and place himself in reserve in the rear of
Laharpe;

Massena, who, starting from Finale in two columns,
must reach lower Montenotte,

Seruner, who will &ave to make a demonstration on
Ceva;

Cervoni, who will have to hold the road to Voltri;

Rampon, who will have to make a stand at Monte-
negino.

There are indeed as many different parts as there are
different bodies of troops; as many distinct missions,
all aiming at securing a common result, to wit, con-
centration ; but all acting in presence of the enemy and
by various means which will make their separate appeals
to each commander's ability.